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PART XI 

SEAT BELT I NFORMATION 

The latest government observation study of safety belt use indicated that, 
nationwide, only 11 . 5% of the motoring public use their safety belts when 
they drive . The same study indicated that 17% of the drivers in the 
Minneapolis/St . Paul area used their safety belts . Observation studies 
conducted by the State of Minnesota indicate that, statewide, only 8% of 
the adults use their safety belts when they drive . Clearly, a very low 
percentage of adult motorists make use of the known protection provided by 
safety belts . 

The Minnesota Child Passenger Protection Act, which was put into effect on 
January 1, 1982, requires parents to install a federally approved child 
restraint in their car when transporting children younger than age four . 
Statewide observations indicate that 47% of the infants and 18% of the 
children age 1 to 3 were properly restrained when traveling in an automo
bile . 

I n  cases where restra i n t  usage was known , acc i dent  data fo r 1982 
i ndi cates t hat 89% of the peopl e i nj u red and k i l led i n  automob i le 
crashes were not  wear i ng seat bel ts at the ti me o f  the crash ; 78% 
o f  the ch i ldren under age 4 w ho were i nj ured or k i l l ed were not  
i n  c h i l d  safety seats at the t i me o f  the acc i dent. 



TABLE 1 1 . 01 

SEAT BELT USAGE OF FATAL I T I ES AND I NJ UR I ES 
CARS ONLY* 

Fatal i ti es I nj uri es 

Restrai n i ng  Devi ce  
I ns tal l ed And 
U sed 

Restrai n i ng  Dev i ce 
I ns tal l ed But  
Not U sed 

Total 

1 5  1 , 461 

2 1 3  1 1 , 685 

228 1 3 , 1 46 

*Based on cases i n  whi c h  seat bel ts 
were i ns tal l ed and u sage was known . 

TABLE  1 1 . 02 

I NJURY SEVER ITY OF C H I LDREN UNDER AGE 4* 

Sever i ty of I nj ury C h i l d  Res tra i nt Used 

" K" Fata l I nj ury 2 

" A
u I ncapac i tati ng I nj ury 5 

' ' B ' '  
Non- I ncapac i tat i ng I nj ury 37 

" C "  Pos s i b l e I nj ury 42 

Tota l 86 

*Bas ed on cases i n  wh i ch ch i l d  restra int usage was known . 

C h i l d  Res tra i nt 
Not Used 

9 

20 

1 3 1  

1 5 2  

3 1 2  

89 






